Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Entrance Hymn

O God, Beyond All Praising
Text: Michael Perry

Music: Gustav Holst

O God, beyond all praising, we worship You today
And sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
For we can only wonder at every gift You send,
At blessings without number and mercies without end:
We lift our hearts before You and wait upon Your word,
We honor and adore You, our great and mighty Lord.
Then hear, o gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
That we who know Your favor may serve You as our King;
And whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill
We’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless You still:
To marvel at Your beauty and glory in Your ways,
And make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

Reading 1
Ezekiel 33:7-9

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel
Thus says the Lord: You, son of man, I have appointed watchman for the house of Israel;
when you hear me say anything, you shall warn them for me. If I tell the wicked, “O wicked
one, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak out to dissuade the wicked from his way,
the wicked shall die for his guilt, but I will hold you responsible for his death. But if you
warn the wicked, trying to turn him from his way, and he refuses to turn from his way, he
shall die for his guilt, but you shall save yourself
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9

R/. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; let us acclaim the rock of our salvation. Let us come
into his presence with thanksgiving; let us joyfully sing psalms to him. R/.
Come, let us bow down in worship; let us kneel before the Lord who made us. For he is
our God, and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides. R/.
Oh, that today you would hear his voice: “Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, as in the
day of Massah in the desert, Where your fathers tempted me; they tested me though they
had seen my works.” R/.

Reading 2

Romans 13:8-10
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans.
Brothers and sisters: Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another; for the one
who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; you shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and whatever other
commandment there may be, are summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” Love does no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of
the law.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
1 Corinthians 5:19

R/. Alleluia, alleluia.
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. R/.
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Gospel

Matthew 18:15-20
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you O, Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he
does not listen, take one or two others along with you, so that ‘every fact may be
established on the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell
the church. If he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as you would a
Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again, amen, I
say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything for which they are to pray, it shall
be granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe the You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive
You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were
already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

Communion Hymn

Draw Near

Text: Sancti, venite, Christi corpus sumite (translated by John M. Neale)
Music: Steven R. Janco
Refrain: Draw near, draw near, take the Body of your Lord.
Draw near, draw near, drink the Blood for you outpoured.
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Thanksgiving After Mass
Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas
I give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, who have been pleased to nourish
me, a sinner and your unworthy servant, with the precious Body and Blood of your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, this through no merits of mine, but due solely to the graciousness of your mercy.
And I pray that this Holy Communion may not be for me an offense to be punished, but a saving
plea for forgiveness. May it be for me the armor of faith, and the shield of good will. May it cancel
my faults, destroy concupiscence and carnal passion, increase charity and patience, humility and
obedience and all the virtues, may it be a firm defense against the snares of all my enemies, both
visible and invisible, the complete calming of my impulses, both of the flesh and of the spirit, a firm
adherence to you, the one true God, and the joyful completion of my life's course.
And I beseech you to lead me, a sinner, to that banquet beyond all telling, where with your Son
and the Holy Spirit you are the true light of your Saints, fullness of satisfied desire, eternal
gladness, consummate delight and perfect happiness.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Stewardship in these Challenging Times
THANK YOU for your continued financial and spiritual support of Saint Joseph’s Parish,
especially during this trying time. May God Bless You Abundantly! THANK YOU to ALL who
have responded to our special, Deficit Reduction Appeal with a 1 time gift or an increase in
tithing; each family’s help is appreciated and needed. Please note that without EFT &
Online Giving our Parish would have struggled to receive the budgeted amount. MORE SO
THAN EVER, please consider enrolling in one of these forms of Stewardship. Email Donna in
the rectory office (donna@stjosephslanc.com) for the easy to follow steps to give
electronically. Those preferring envelopes, can mail them to the rectory.
Scripture Readings for Mass: Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition
© 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this
text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
Song Lyrics: Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-733878. All rights reserved.

